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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH APRIL 28 

1 . MINISTER OF JUSTICE GARRIGUE TOLD ME THIS MORNING 
THAT THE PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH THIS EVENING AT 9:30 
LOCAL, WHICH WILL LAST ABOUT 45 MINUTES, WILL FIX A 
FAIRLY SPECIFIC TIMETABLE FOR THE REFERENDUM AND FOR 
GENERAL ELECTIONS. 

2. SPECIFICALLY, THE SPEECH WILL ANNOINCE A REFERENDUM 
FOR REFORM OF FUNDAMENTAL LAWS FOR OCTOBER. THE 
QUESTIONS PUT TO REFERENDUM WILL DEAL WITH THE LAW 
OF SUCCESSION AND WITH THE CREATION OF A BICAMERAL 
LEGISTLATURE. (GARRIGUES COMMENTED THAT HE HAD FOUGHT 
HARD TO HAVE THE REFERENDUM AT AN EARLIER DATE. HE 
ALSO SAID THQT HE WAS OPPOSED TO THE SUBMISSION TO 
REFERENDUM OF ACTUAL LAWS. HE FELT IT BETTER TO SUBMIT 
SIMPLIER QUESTIONS WHICH WOULD BE BETTER UNDERSTOOD 
BY THE VOTERS. HE ALSO COMMENTED THAT THE LOWER HOUSE 
WOULD BE ELECTED BY UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AND THAT THE 
UPPER HOUSE WOULD, AMONGST OTHER THINGS, PROBABLY BECOME 
THE GUARDIAN OF THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS WHICH HE DID 

NOT THINK VERY DESIRABLE. GARRIGUES ALSO SAID THAT IT 
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FUNDAMENTAL LAW ON LABOR MIGHT ALSO BE A SUBJECT FOR 
REFERENDUM, BUT THIS HAD NOT BEEN DECIDED YET.) 

3. THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD ALSO ANNOUNCE THAT ALL 
REFORM LAWS, EXCEPT THE ELECTORAL LAW, WOULD BE COMPLETED 
BY THE GOVERNMENT AND READY FOR SUBMISSION TO 

THE CORTES BY MAY 15. THE ELECTORAL LAW WOULD BE READY 
BY JULY 15. THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD ALSO SAY THAT 
PRIOR TO THE END OF THIS YEAR. A DATE FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS 
FOR THE LEGISTLATURE WOULD BE ANNOUNCED AND THAT 
THIS WOULD BE FOR SOME TIME TIN THE FIRST MONTHS OF 1977. 

THESE GENERAL ELECTIONS WOULD THEN BE FOLLOWED BY MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS. 

4. GARRIGUES SAID THAT THE SPEECH WOULD DEAL ALSO A 
GOOD DEAL WITH THE PAST, BUT AT LEAST IT WOULD FIX A 
CALENDAR AND THIS WAS IMPORTANT. AT THE SAME TIME, HE 
FEARED THAT THE SPEECH WOULD BOT BE WELL RECEIVED BY 
THE DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION AND THIS IN ITSELF IS SERIOUS 
SINCE THE MONARCHY CANNOT DEPEND JUST ON THE RIGHT 
IT MUST ALSO HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE LEFT WHICH MEANS 
EVERYBODY EXCEPT THE COMMUNISTS AND THOSE ADVOCATING 
TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE. GARRIGUES BELIEVED THAT THE 

KING MUST HIMSELF OPEN A DIRECT DIALOGUE WITH THE OPPOSITION 
SINCE ARIAS IS NOT SO INCLINED. 

5. FINALLY, GARRIGUES BELIEVED THAT A GOVERNMENT 
CRISIS IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE WAS UNLIKELY AND. IN 
DEED, WOULD BE MOST DAMAGING TO THE MONARCHY WHICH 
WOULD BE REGARDED AS INCAPABLE OF MAINTAINING STABLITY. 

AT THE SAME TIME, THERE COULD BE NO DOUBT BUT 

THAT ARIAS WAS ANYTHING BUT PLEASED BY THE RECENT 
NEWSWEEK ARTICLE PURPORTING TO REPRESENT THE KING'S 
VIEWS ABOUT ARIAS. 
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